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Why Manage Phragmites?  What’s the big 
deal? Juuust Buuurn It Already!! 
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Can phragmites, people and fire co-exist?  Yes, 
BUT you better do your homework! 
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• Time of Year to Burn 
• Wet or Dry Site 
• Controlled vs. Non-controlled Water 

Level 
• Altering Fuel Arrangement 

 



 
Spring, Summer, Fall or Winter? 
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12-15-11 
Fuel Moisture: 22% 
Temp. 18, R.H. 42%, Wind: SW@12mph 
75% - 100% Cloud Cover w/Snow Flurries 
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8-31-12 
Fuel Moisture: 2% - 17% 
Temp. 104, R.H. 38%, Wind: W @ 10mph 
Clear Sky 
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WEDNESDAY 
SKY/WEATHER.........PARTLY CLOUDY (35-45 
PERCENT) UNTIL 4 PM...THEN SUNNY (5-15 
PERCENT).  
MAX TEMPERATURE.....79-84. 24 HR TREND......1 
DEGREE COOLER.  
MIN HUMIDITY........41-51 PERCENT. 24 HR 
TREND......4 PERCENT DRIER. 20-FOOT 
WINDS.......NORTH 10 TO 15 MPH.  
HAINES INDEX........4 OR LOW POTENTIAL FOR 
LARGE PLUME DOMINATED FIRE GROWTH.  
MIXING HEIGHT.......5640-6140 FT AGL.  
TRANSPORT WINDS.....NORTH 10 TO 15 MPH.  
VENTILATION INDEX...`EXCELLENT` (720).  
PCPN AMOUNT.........NONE.  
 



Dry Site vs. Wet Site 
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March 18th 
Temp 60 
RH 25-30% 
Wind: 
West 8-12mph 
Transport Wind:  
W-14mph 
Vent. Index:   
Excellent  900 
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Non-Controlled Water Level 
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2-4-2010 
 Ignition 1300 
Fuel Moisture 15% 
Temp 31, RH 48%, Wind 
2-4 mph  
(<3 mph average) 
50-75% Cloud Cover 
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 2-1-2010  
 Ignition: 1335 
Fuel Moisture Content 19%-
20% 
Temp 26, RH 52% Wind 4-6 
mph/Gust  to 10 
75-100% High Thin Cloud 
Cover 
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Manipulating 
Fuel 
Arrangement 
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7-11-12 
Time: 0900 
Fuel Moisture: 2% - 22% 
Temp. 85, R.H. 50%, Wind W@ 5mph 
Clear Sky 
Precipitation: 2/100 previous night 
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What Is The Result of All of This? 
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Meet Prescribed Burn Objectives 
  
  
 
  
 

 



Summary 
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Thank you! Questions?  
osterlandl@michigan.gov 
 



Part Two Phragmites and Prescribed Fire 
 

March 12, 2015 at 2:00 PM EST (1:00 PM CST) 
 
 

       www.greatlakesphragmites.net @GLPhrag) 

www.lakestatesfiresci.net @LSFireScience 



February Webinar: 
February 19, 2015 at 2:00 PM Eastern (1:00 PM Central) 

 

Long-term effects of repeated prescribed burning on 
tree growth and drought vulnerability in Pinus resinosa 

forests in northern Minnesota 
 

Alessandra Bottero 
University of Minnesota 

 @LSFireScience     www.lakestatesfiresci.net 
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