
Growing Season Burning
Or off season burning?







What is the objective?

• Can the objective be met with growing season conditions?
• Higher live fuel moistures
• Potentially dryer heavy fuels and organic layer 
• Impacts on all those living things that seem to immerge with warmer 

conditions



How to develop growing season prescriptions

• Canadian System or NFDRS Based System
• Personal Choice based on training and background
• Fuel Types vs Fuel Models
• Available web based information for both systems



Canadian System 

• CFFBP Tables and Fuel Types
• CFFDRS 
• Mesowest Great Lakes Fire and Fuels
• Reporting Stations wide spread state wide in Michigan
• Information updated daily for fine fuel moisture(FFMC), duff moisture 

(DMC), drought (DC), spread (ISI), and build up (BUI)
• All based on current weather predictions for a local area









Firing Methods

• Flanking
• Backing
• Utilize a range of ignition patterns if necessary
• Be creative



Conditions Burn Day

• CFFDRS Outputs
• FFMC    90-91
• DMC      52-58
• DC          180-176
• ISI              9-11
• BUI          60-64
• FWI           H-VH

• NWS Forecast
• Mostly Sunny, 85-90 degrees, 

33-38% Rh, SE 5-10, Smoke 
Dispersion Excellent, Over night 
Rh recovery 92-97%.

• On site mid 80’s, Rh 42%, SE 3-6 
(EL)

• Next day lower Rh, Smoke poor
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